
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
65 Civic Avenue

Pittsburg, CA 94565

TO: Mayor and Council Members

FROM: Garrett Evans, City Manager

SUBJECT: Adoption of 1) an Urgency Ordinance Establishing Emergency 
Regulations Related to Residential Evictions, and 2) an Urgency 
Ordinance Establishing Emergency Regulations Related to Commercial 
Evictions

MEETING DATE: April 6, 2020
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

On March 16, 2020, the City Council held a special meeting and voted unanimously to 
proclaim the existence of a local emergency in response to the Coronavirus (“COVID-19”) 
pandemic. The proposed urgency ordinances would establish emergency regulations 
related to evictions of residential and commercial tenants, and place a moratorium on 
eviction for non-payment of rent due to loss of income because of COVID-19 or other “no-
fault” evictions. If adopted, the proposed ordinances would take effect immediately.

FISCAL IMPACT

These urgency ordinances would not have any direct fiscal impact to the City.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council take the following actions:

1. adopt the attached Urgency Ordinance Regarding Residential Evictions During the 
COVID-19 Local Emergency; and

2. adopt the attached Urgency Ordinance Regarding Commercial Evictions During the 
COVID-19 Local Emergency.

BACKGROUND  

On March 3, 2020, the first case of COVID-19 in Contra Costa County was confirmed. The 
following day, the Governor of the State of California, Gavin Newsom, declared a state of 
emergency to make additional resources available, formalize emergency actions already 
underway across multiple state agencies and departments, and help the state prepare for 



broader spread of COVID-19. This was followed by the March 10, 2020, Contra Costa 
County Board of Supervisors emergency proclamation to respond to COVID-19.

On March 16, 2020, the City Council held a special meeting and voted unanimously to 
proclaim the existence of a local emergency in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Also 
on March 16, Health Officers from Contra Costa and other Bay Area Counties issued an 
Order requiring residents to shelter-in-place in order to slow the spread of COVID-19, and 
Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-28-20, which suspended, “[a]ny provision of 
state law that would preempt or otherwise restrict a local government’s exercise of its police 
power to impose substantive limitations on residential or commercial evictions,” of certain 
tenants affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

SUBCOMMITTEE FINDINGS

This item was not presented to a subcommittee.

STAFF ANALYSIS

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the California Department of Health, and 
the Contra Costa County Health Officer have all issued recommendations including but not 
limited to social distancing, staying home if sick, canceling or postponing large group 
events, working from home, and other precautions to protect public health and prevent 
transmission of this communicable virus. As a result of the public health emergency and the 
precautions recommended by health authorities, many tenants in Pittsburg have 
experienced or may soon experience, sudden and unexpected income loss. 

During this local emergency, staff believes it is in the interest of protecting the public health 
and preventing transmission of COVID-19, to avoid unnecessary housing displacement, as 
well as to protect businesses that may be affected by loss of income, particularly those 
businesses deemed to be non-essential and are not allowed to operate during the shelter-
in-place order. 

The proposed ordinances would place a moratorium on residential and commercial evictions 
due to inability to pay rent or for “no-fault,” meaning any eviction for which the notice to 
terminate tenancy is not based on alleged fault by the tenant. Tenants would be required to 
provide notice to landlords within 30 days after failing to pay rent and must pay rent pro-
rated to financial impact. The ordinance would remain in effect for the duration of the local 
emergency, and would not relieve any tenant of liability for the unpaid rent, which the 
landlord may seek after termination of the local emergency and must be paid within six 
months of the termination of the local emergency.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Urgency Ordinance Regarding Residential Evictions During COVID-19 Local 
Emergency

2. Urgency Ordinance Regarding Commercial Evictions During COVID-19 Local 
Emergency

3. Staff Presentation

Report Prepared By: Jordan Davis, Assistant to the City Manager


